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GRAND JURY 

Indictments handed up 
BY THE EXAMINER STAFF 

A Logan County grand jury handed up the following indict-
ments this week in Logan County Common Pleas Court:  

• Tyrell Artis, 31, of Bellefontaine: Domestic violence, abduction 
and strangulation, felonies of the third-degree; disrupting public 
services, a fourth-degree felony; and endangering children, a mis-
demeanor of the first degree; 

• Michael Rice, 81, of Waynesfield: Kidnapping, a first-degree 
felony; and gross sexual imposition, a felony of the fourth degree; 

• Frank Steffey Jr., 34, of Russells Point: Aggravated burglary, 
first-degree felony; and impersonation of a peace officer or private 
police officer, a felony of the fourth degree; 

• John Gibbons, 40, of Lakeview: Aggravated possession of 
drugs, a third-degree felony; 

• Mary Bond, 41, of Hilliard: Aggravated possession of drugs, a 
fifth-degree felony; 

• Seth Hall, 39, of Marysville: Burglary, a second-degree felony; 
and aggravated possession of drugs, a felony of the fifth degree; 

• Sable Six, 19, of Bellefontaine: Misdemeanor theft, a misde-
meanor of the first degree; 

• Cody Coil, 29, of Kenton:Possession of hashish, a third-degree 
felony; 

• Allen Thomas, 45, of Bellefontaine:Aggravated burglary, a first-
degree felony; and domestic violence, a misdemeanor of the first 
degree; 

• Dominique Porter, 32, of Florida: Forgery, a fifth-degree 
felony; 

• Shawn Bebout, 19, of Mechanicsburg: Failure to comply with 
an order or signal of a police officer, a third-degree felony; 

• Lori Stahler, 54, of Urbana: Violating a protection order, a 
fifth-degree felony; 

• Landon Dickinson, 27, of Bellefontaine: Discharging a firearm 
on or near prohibited premises, a third-degree felony; 

• Megan Craft, 21, of Lakeview: Identity fraud, a third-degree 
felony;and aggravated possession of drugs, a felony of the third 
degree; 

• Jonathon Navarre, 36, of Lakeview: Aggravated possession of 
drugs, a third-degree felony; 

• Tanner Walls, 23, of East Liberty: Failure to comply with an 
order or signal of a police officer, a third-degree felony; and 

• Ricky Salmons, 23, of Indiana: Failure to appear, a fourth-
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BY THE EXAMINER STAFF  

Benjamin Logan High School 
announces that several juniors have been 
chosen to participate in the American 
Legion Buckeye Boys State program at 
Miami University from June 9-16.  

This eight-day immersive program 
offers young men a hands-on experience 
in the operation of democratic govern-
ment, political party organization, and 
their interplay in shaping Ohio’s gover-
nance. 

Selected from Benjamin Logan High 
School by local American Legion Posts, the 
following juniors will participate in this 
year’s program: 

• From Belle Center Post 266: Carter 
Lyden, son of T.J. and Kae Lynn Lyden; 
Camden Spriggs, son of Scott and Alison 
Spriggs; Noah Stanford, son of Ryan and 

Deidre Stanford; Landon 
Stoodt, son of Kevin and Amy Stoodt. 

• From East Liberty Post 745: Grahsyn 
Bailey, son of Jarvey and Deanne Bailey; 
and Carter Yoder, son of Colin and Carrie 
Yoder.  

• From Zanesfield Post 599: Damon 
Johnson, son of Robert and Marion 
Johnson; Bryden Morris, son of Quinn and 
Nichole Morris; and Liam Sweeney, son of 
Mitch and Morissa Sweeney.  

Established in 1936, Buckeye Boys State 
stands as the largest Boys State program 

nationwide, attracting over 1,200 partici-
pants annually.  

Sponsored by the Ohio American 
Legion, the state’s largest veterans organi-
zation, Buckeye Boys State provides partic-
ipants with an impartial education on city, 
county, and state government functions. 
Through non-partisan instruction, atten-
dees gain invaluable insights into gover-
nance while forging lasting friendships. 

“This summer event is not just a pro-
gram; it’s an opportunity to prepare for the 
future,” remarked former delegate, Matt 

Chamberlain. “Participants will immerse 
themselves in a college environment, hon-
ing leadership and management skills 
applicable to any career path. Moreover, 
they’ll form bonds that extend beyond the 
program, all while deepening their under-
standing of Ohio’s governmental opera-
tions.” 

The American Legion Buckeye Boys 
State program continues to empower 
Ohio’s youth with the knowledge and skills 
vital for effective citizenship and leader-
ship. 

BLHS juniors selected to attend Buckeye Boys State 
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YOUTH 
CHAMPS  
Winners of city 
tourney announced 

BY THE EXAMINER STAFF  

Honda is making critical 
progress in the establishment of 
the Honda EV Hub in Ohio, which 
will serve as a roadmap for pro-
duction of electric vehicles (EVs) 
in North America, officials 
announced Friday, April 12.  

As the company works toward 
the start of EV production in late 
2025, retooling efforts are well 
underway locally, including 
preparation for vehicle produc-
tion and in-house assembly of the 
Intelligent Power Unit (IPU), 
which houses the EV battery and 
serves as part of the vehicle plat-
form. Based on its goal to achieve 
carbon neutrality, Honda is tar-
geting 100 percent zero emissions 
vehicle sales by 2040. 

Honda expects to hire 300 
associates at its Ohio EV Hub, 
while 300 associates at the 
Marysville Auto Plant will upskill 
for IPU assembly. The company 
has committed to investing at 
least $700 million to transform its 
Marysville Auto Plant, East Liberty 
Auto Plant (ELP) and Anna Engine 
Plant (AEP) to lead the start of EV 
production in North America. 

Beyond the production of EVs 
at MAP and ELP, the EV Hub is 
where Honda associates will 
develop the knowledge and 
expertise in EV production that 
will be shared across Honda’s 
North American auto production 
network in the coming years. The 
EV Hub will set the standard for 
Honda production of electric 
vehicles in North America and 
globally. 

“The establishment of our EV 
Hub is not simply an investment 
in retooling and equipment, we 
are investing in the Honda associ-
ates who will be taking on new 
responsibilities to lead us into the 
electrified future,” said Bob 
Nelson, executive vice president 
of American Honda Motor Co., 
Inc.  

“Our EV Hub in Ohio is playing 
an essential and strategic role for 
the evolution of EV production at 
Honda, in North America and 
globally.” 

Honda will have the flexibility 
to produce both internal combus-
tion engine (ICE) and EVs on the 
same line at MAP, its first auto 
production facility in America, 
giving the company a strategic 
advantage to quickly respond to 
shifting market demand while 
also demonstrating the ingenuity 
and experience of its associates to 
design a uniquely flexible assem-
bly line. The associate-friendly 
improvements to MAP incorpo-
rate direct feedback from associ-
ates through focused discussions 
and valuable input from the 
Honda Associate Voice program. 

“As we prepare for the electri-
fied future, we continue to 
embrace ‘The Honda Way,’ which 
emphasizes teamwork, respect 
and open communication,” said 
Nelson.  

“These are the values that have 

helped us successfully grow our 
business in America over the last 
45 years and will power us into 
the future.” 

The updates to Honda’s EV 
Hub come as Honda and Acura 
prepare for the introduction of its 
first all-electric SUVs in the North 
American market, the Honda 
Prologue and the Acura ZDX. 

The IPU cases produced at 
AEP will be supplied to MAP, 
where associates will install the 
battery modules produced at the 
new joint venture battery facility, 
which will power the EVs to be 
produced at MAP and ELP.  

Following is a closer look at 
changes being made by each 
facility in the Honda EV Hub: 

Key changes at Marysville 
Auto Plant include both the start-
up of EV production and sub-
assembly of the IPU: 

• Line consolidation: MAP 
recently consolidated its two pro-
duction lines, tearing out much 
of line two to enable production 
of both EVs and ICE vehicles on 
the same line. The additional 
space will be used to improve the 
ease of movement for people on 
the line and the efficiency of line-
side parts delivery and staging for 
assembly of both ICE vehicles 
and EVs, as well as the expansion 
of the Vehicle Quality area to ver-
ify software-dependent vehicle 
functions. 

• IPU sub-assembly: MAP also 
renovated a material consolida-
tion area to create a new work-
space where some 300 associates 
will sub-assemble the IPU that 
houses the EV battery module 
and its controlling hardware and 
software. Once MAP begins IPU 
production, it will supply IPUs for 
the production of EVs at both the 
Marysville and East Liberty Auto 
Plants. 

• Upskilling: later this year, 
MAP associates will begin train-

ing programs to prepare them for 
the skills required for EV produc-
tion and IPU assembly, with 
employment to remain stable at 
the facility. 

Anna Engine Plant has pro-
duced everything from engines 
and engine components, trans-
missions, cam shafts, crankshafts, 
and high tech CVT components, 
and will now build the IPU case, 
that will contain the EV battery 
module and serve as the main 
frame structure for the floor of 
Honda and Acura EVs. 

• High-pressure die casting: 
AEP is preparing to install six, 
6,000-ton high-pressure die cast 
machines that will mega cast the 
IPU case. The new die cast 
machine, over 31 feet tall, will 
bring IPU manufacturing in 
house for the first time at Honda. 

• Friction Stir Welding: the IPU 
case is much larger than anything 
Honda has die cast before. It will 
be die-cast in two pieces and 
welded together seamlessly using 
Friction Stir Welding. 

• To create space for produc-
tion of the IPU case, in 2023, AEP 
transferred production of engine 
components for two different 
generations of engines to the 
Alabama Auto Plant (AAP). 

The East Liberty Plant will be 
producing EVs, but with a single 
production line. The changes 
required at ELP focus more on 
accommodating the heavier 
weight of EVs. 

• ELP will be strengthening 
overhead conveyors that carry 
vehicles through the plant and is 
expanding the paint department 
to accommodate the heavier 
weight of battery-electric vehi-
cles. 

• Similar to MAP, the Vehicle 
Quality area at ELP is being 
expanded to verify software-
dependent vehicle functions. 

Honda details EV retooling 
process for local plants  

Former material consolidation area at the Marysville Auto Plant will 
create a new workspace where the IPU will be sub-assembled. 
(HONDA PHOTO) 

Department of Public 
Safety donates cruisers to 
Washington Township 
BY THE EXAMINER STAFF  

In the wake of the March 14 tornado, officers from the Washington 
Township Police Department found themselves facing a critical short-
age of cruisers, just when the need for patrols was at its peak. 

With officers ready and willing to serve, the department encoun-
tered the challenge of insufficient vehicles to deploy them effectively. 

Faced with this challenge and awaiting the delivery of a new cruiser 
with uncertain timing, the department reached out for assistance. The 
response from Director Andy Wilson of the Ohio Department of Public 
Safety has proven to be a game-changer for the Washington Township 
Police Department. 

Understanding the urgency of the situation and the need to main-
tain patrols for public safety, Wilson authorized the donation of two 
cruisers for use by Washington Township police.  

See DONATES on Page 2



Continued from Page 1 

That donation ensures 
that officers have the nec-
essary resources to fulfill 
their duties and continue 
serving the community 
effectively. 

The donated cruisers 
will soon be operational 
upon the addition of 
essential equipment. 
However, their significance 
extends beyond mere vehi-
cles. This gesture exempli-
fies the spirit of coopera-
tion and collaboration 
between law enforcement 
agencies, Washington 
Township Police related in 
a social media post.  

“These cruisers will be 

on the road patrolling your 
neighborhood. We can’t 
thank Director Wilson 
enough,” officers said in a 
statement.  

The resourcefulness of 
both the Washington 

Township Police 
Department and the Ohio 
Department of Public 
Safety will help to sustain 
adequate law enforcement 
presence in and around 
Washington Township.

Suspect arrested after threatening to ‘shoot 

up’ residence 

A suspect was taken into custody at gunpoint 
Wednesday, April 10, after threatening to fire shots 
inside a home in the 600 block of Florence Avenue, 
officers of the Bellefontaine Police Department report.  

Jordan Brannan, 33, of Bellefontaine, was charged 
with aggravated menacing after witnesses told police 
he was threatening to “shoot up” the residence if he 
was not allowed inside.  

Police were dispatched to that area of Florence 
Avenue shortly before 9 p.m. on a report of a male with 
a gun threatening harm, and upon arrival observed the 
suspect standing outside with his hand tucked inside a 
front pocket.  

Officers attempted to make contact and the sus-
pect began to approach with his hand still tucked in 
his coat. An officer drew his firearm and Brannan was 
ordered to go to the ground at that time and ultimately 
arrested. A search of his person revealed no firearm.  

Officers made contact with the victim and a neigh-
bor who said the suspect has previously been known to 
brandish a firearm and the victim told officers he 
believed he would have caused physical harm had 
gone into the residence.  

Officers checked the immediate vicinity and never 
located a gun. 

Brannan was lodged in the Logan County Jail. 
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Rushsylvania flushes hydrants Monday  
The fire hydrants in the Village of Rushsylvania will be 

flushed Monday, April 15, weather permitting. 

State Treasurer Sprague speaks at 
Republican luncheon  

The Logan County Republican monthly luncheon is 
slated for noon Monday, April 15, at the American Legion. 

It will be a week later than usual due to the eclipse on 
April 8. 

eMail: news@examiner.org

n LOCAL NOTES

“It takes a mighty smart 
feller t’ succeed with a good 

education.”

Written prior, 1931,  
by Kin Hubbard,  

a world-famous newspaper 
humorist and father of late T.E. 

Hubbard, former Examiner 
owner/publisher
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Woman arrested for 

assaulting family 

member 

A suspect was arrested 
Wednesday, April 10, for 
physically and verbally 
assaulting her grandmother 
and later causing a scene at 
Mary Rutan Hospital. 

Deputies of the Logan 
County Sheriff’s Office were 
dispatched shortly before 4 
p.m. to a residence in the 
3400 block of east State 
Route 273, Rushsylvania, on 
a report for a well-being 
check and potential domes-
tic violence.  

Crystal Wilson, 33, of 
Rushsylvania, was seen 
standing directly behind the 
victim’s vehicle and push-
ing on the trunk of the car 
as she attempted to leave 
the property when deputies 
arrived.  

Wilson also was 
observed screaming at the 
victim when law enforce-
ment arrived.  

The caller told law 
enforcement that Wilson is 
the victim’s granddaughter 
and the two share the resi-
dence together. The dispute 

reportedly was over belong-
ings in the residence as well 
as a court order of protec-
tion involving another 
member of the family.  

The victim told deputies 
that Wilson became 
irate and was screaming at 
her in her face, reportedly 
called her names and poked 
her in the eye.  

Wilson also reportedly 
head-butted the victim and 
struck her with an open 
palm on the left side of the 
face and placed her forearm 
across her neck. She also 
reportedly grabbed the vic-
tim’s phone and would not 
allow her to contact law 
enforcement and spit in her 
face.  

Deputies observed sev-
eral injuries to the victim, 
including cuts on her wrist 
and swelling and redness 
on her neck and chest area, 
a bump to her forehead and 
a swollen and red left eye.  

Additionally, a small 
table in the living room was 
smashed into pieces, 
deputies report.  

Wilson’s children, ages 9 
and 8, were inside the resi-

dence during the incident.  
Wilson was charged with 

domestic violence and was 
placed in a deputy’s 
cruiser.  

En route to the jail, 
deputies report Wilson pre-
tended to have a seizure 
and struck her head on the 
backseat divider. While 
almost to the jail, deputies 
said she started to have an 
actual, possible seizure and 
was transported to the hos-
pital.  

Medical staff at the hos-
pital reported that Wilson 
was not having an actual 
seizure and Wilson began 
screaming at hospital staff. 
She was cleared by the hos-
pital and taken back to the 
Logan County Jail, and was 
charged additionally with 
disrupting public services.  

At the jail, she reportedly 
threatened to kill jail staff 
and told them she wanted 
them to die.  

The report is being for-
warded to the Logan 
County Prosecutor’s Office 
and children’s services for 
review of additional charges 
and follow up. 

BY THE EXAMINER STAFF  

The Board of Logan County 
Commissioners have opened the Indian 
Lake Central Distribution Center at 431 
Madison Avenue, Russells Point, for dis-
tribution of donated tornado relief sup-
plies to those affected by the March 14 
tornado. 

The use of the distribution center 
space was donated by a member of the 
Indian Lake business community. 

The center is managed by Michelle 
Grandi and staffed by volunteers. 

Hours of operation are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday to Saturday.  

Items such as toiletries, water, food, 
diapers, batteries etc. are available.

Commissioners open Indian 
Lake Central Distribution Center 



Judy (Munion) Hadley 
Judy (Munion) Hadley, 73 of Bellefontaine, born April 3, 

1951, daughter of the late Bill and Elaine 
Munion in Pittsburgh, PA, left her earthly 
life on April 9, 2024, at her home under hos-
pice care surrounded by her loving family. 

Judy was raised in Sharon, PA and grad-
uated from Hickory High School in 1969.  In 
March 1973, she graduated with an elemen-
tary education teaching degree from 

Youngstown State University.  She was a member of the First 
United Methodist Church in Sharon, PA and later First 
United Methodist Church in Bellefontaine.  She was a Past 
Matron of Eastern Star, Chapter #242, in Sharon, PA.  She 
was a member of La Cultura and enjoyed playing with the 
Ladies Bridge Club.  

She was the Executive Director of the Logan County 
Senior Center from 1998 to 2023. She loved working at the 
center helping seniors grow older, find their needs being met 
and going on trips. Judy poured her whole heart into her 
work and loved every person she had the privilege to meet. 
Judy was a loving wife, mother, grandmother, sister, aunt 
and friend. She will be deeply missed.  

She is survived by the love of her life Allen Hadley, whom 
she married on June, 15, 1974. Her children, Anjanette “Anj” 
(Sam) Hook of Jamestown, OH and AJ (Emilie) Hadley, of 
Geneva, OH.  Her grandchildren, Alice Hook, Garrett Hook 
and Logan Hadley and her brother, Mike (Sandy) Munion of 
Mesa, AZ. She has numerous nieces and nephews. She loved 
being with family and friends, they were one of the greatest 
joys in her life. 

Pastor Joe Ziraldo will lead a Celebration of Life Monday, 
April 15, at 1 p.m. at Jennings Farley & Seeley Funeral Home 
& Crematory. Visitation will take place from 11 a.m. until the 
time of the service.  

The family would like to thank the staff of Universal 
Home Health & Hospice for the support of the family during 
the final days of her life. In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to Universal Home Health & Hospice, 921 Rush Ave, 
Bellefontaine, OH 43311, or a charity of the donor’s choice. 

Online Condolences may be expressed 
jenningsfarley.com. 

Becca M. Vickery 
Rebecca Maier Mallory Vickery passed away in the early 

morning of Thursday, March 28, 2024, sur-
rounded by her husband and family. She 
was 35 years old. 

Becca was born and raised in the coun-
tryside of DeGraff, Ohio. Her early years 
were spent running around barefoot on her 
parents’ beautiful 16 acre property, enjoy-

ing the comfort of the home her father built. Growing up 
near Indian Lake, she always enjoyed being outside.  She 
spent her summer months boating with her friends and fam-
ily and played soccer all throughout high school. As a child, 
she showed an affinity for all things creative, and much of 
her early artwork still decorates the walls of her parents’ 
home today. She continued to cultivate her artistic talents 
throughout her young life, choosing to pursue a career path 
in art and design. 

Becca attended the University of Cincinnati College of 
DAAP (Design, Architecture, Art, and Planning), earning a 
degree in Graphic Design. In addition to sharpening her 
skills as a designer, her five years at UC brought her together 
with some of her closest friends. Celebrated for her strength 
of character and her contagious laugh, she maintained 
incredibly strong relationships with her group of college 
friends long after they had graduated. It was during her col-
lege years, while participating in a service trip to El Salvador, 
that Becca met Joe Vickery, with whom she chose to share 
her life. 

Becca and Joe were married in the summer of 2012 at the 
Mallory Pond on her parents’ property. The pair could spend 
hours together simply talking and laughing, the love they 
shared both playful and resilient. To be in the presence of 
these two together was to witness an indomitable bond of 
friendship and support; their three daughters remain a testa-
ment to the strength of their partnership. Mallory was the 
first to join the family in 2013, followed by Hazel in 2015 and 
Rosie in 2018. These three girls, though very different in 

character, can’t help but light up a room, and their mother’s 
bright spirit continues to shine through each of them in 
unique ways. Becca and Joe spent nearly 15 years by each 
other’s side, living each day as the closest of friends, support-
ive spouses, and loving parents. 

Following her keen talent for design, Becca worked with 
multiple brands and companies for five years before she 
joined the Cincinnati-based Boca Restaurant Group in 2016. 
She worked with Boca as a key member of the creative team 
for many years before “retiring” to better prioritize her fami-
ly, her health, and her own creative pursuits. In 2023, she 
started a small studio where she designed and created 3D 
plaster artwork under the name Curio. Becca spent the final 
year of her life immersed in her creative work, finding joy 
and fulfillment in uninhibited artistic expression. 

Becca harbored a lifelong love of travel, finding inspira-
tion in the pursuit of new experiences. She loved to share 
stories of her time spent living and working in Annecy, 
France, as well as a trip with her siblings through southeast 
Asia. Further international excursions include a food and 
wine tour through Italy with her mother Suzy, a stint in 
Greece with her close college friends, and a trip to Barcelona 
with her then-future-husband. Closer to home, Becca 
enjoyed camping with her family in their pop-up Eurovan, 
ceremoniously dubbed “Janet” by her three goofy girls. She 
always loved the beach; in particular, she held a special 
fondness for Grayton Beach in Florida, which she visited reg-
ularly with her family growing up. Later in life, she, Joe, and 
their girls regularly returned to this beach. It’s no surprise 
that Mallory, Hazel, and Rosie love the sunny beaches of 
Florida just as much as their mother did.  

Becca received her cancer diagnosis in the fall of 2017. 
Her family is thankful to her dedicated team of doctors 
who helped her navigate six and a half years of life with 
this diagnosis.  

She leaves behind a memory of unbroken spirit, of 
brightness and light and laughter in everything and every-
one she touched. Look to it in the artistic pieces she 
brought into the world, from her earliest drawings to her 
professional work.  Hear it in the giggles of the three 
daughters she raised with her husband and the warm sto-
ries shared among her friends. Feel its presence in the 
places she loved, swimming in the Mallory pond, or walk-
ing along the beach in Florida. Witness it in the relation-
ships of those she held dear, and celebrate the undeniable 
impression of her character on all who knew her. 

If you would like to support the family during this time, 
in lieu of any flowers, food, or gifts, you may contribute to 
the  A consistent theme in Becca’s life was an appreciation 
for experience and education. In celebration of her legacy, 
all funds collected will go directly to the Vickery family to 
be used for experiential travel and higher education for 
each of her three daughters. You can also support cancer 
awareness efforts by donating directly to the  or any cancer 
research non-profit of your choosing.  

Becca is predeceased by her father, Curt Mallory (2021); 
and her grandfather, Cyrus Mallory (2011). She is survived 
by her husband, Joe Vickery; first daughter, Mallory 
Vickery; second daughter, Hazel Vickery; and third daugh-
ter, Rosie Vickery; as well as her mother, Suzy (Maier) 
Mallory; brother, Grant Mallory; sister, Sarah Mallory; 
brother, Michael Mallory; grandmother, Verida Mallory; 
grandfather, Bob Maier; and grandmother, Carol Maier.  

Becca’s wishes were to be cremated and laid to rest in 
Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati. A private memorial 
will take place on April 18, 2024 with an open invite recep-
tion and Celebration of Life to follow at Urban Artifact, 
1660 Blue Rock Street, 
Cincinnati, OH 45223 
beginning at 4 p.m. Friends 
and family are invited to 
the Celebration of Life 
gathering at Urban Artifact 
to enjoy a drink or two, 
mingle with the family, and 
share their favorite stories 
of Becca. 

Arrangements are han-
dled by Dalbert Woodruff 
and Isenogle Funeral 
Home Inc. of Cincinnati.  

Kelley A. Butler Shroyer 
Kelley A. Butler Shroyer, beloved wife, mother, grand-

mother, and friend, passed away peaceful-
ly on April 10, 2024, surrounded by loved 
ones at her home. She was 53 years old. 

Kelley was born on January 5, 1971, in 
Bellefontaine, Ohio, to the late Franklin D. 
and Carolyn J. (Goldsberry) Butler. She was 
preceded in death by her brother, Neil F. 

Goldsberry, her sister, Rebecca J. Goldsberry Church, her 
father-in-law, Donald E. Shroyer, and her brother-in-law, 
Jeffrey A. Metz. 

Left to cherish her memory is her devoted husband of 28 
years, Darryl Shroyer, and their four sons, whom she 
adored: George Shroyer of Fairborn, Ohio; Dean Wells of 
Beavercreek, Ohio; Evan Wells of Colorado Springs, 
Colorado; and Cole (Emilee) Shroyer of Fairborn, Ohio. 
Kelley also leaves behind her precious granddaughter, 
Bentleigh Peyton Wells, and grandson, Grant Christopher 
Shroyer, with whom she shared a special bond. 

Kelley is survived by her brother, Jon (Jennifer) Butler, 
sister-in-law Stephanie (John) Boyer of Alabama, and her 
special mother-in-law, Beverly Shroyer of Beavercreek, 
Ohio. She is also remembered fondly by numerous 
nephews, a niece, and a large extended family of aunts, 
uncles, and cousins. Throughout her life, Kelley found 
companionship and joy in her two beautiful blue point 
Siamese cats, Dominick and Greyson. 

A devoted family woman, Kelley's main focus in life was 
her husband, sons, and grandchildren. She poured her 
heart and soul into nurturing and supporting them, finding 
fulfillment in their happiness and well-being. 

Kelley had a passion for cooking and baking, and she 
cherished the moments spent gathered around the table 
with her loved ones. Whether hosting dinners, family gath-
erings, or holiday celebrations, she found immense joy in 
these shared experiences, feeling most complete when sur-
rounded by her cherished family. 

Professionally, Kelley dedicated many years as a Project 
Manager at Appen, a company committed to utilizing 
Artificial Intelligence for Good. She valued her work and 
cherished the relationships she formed with her colleagues. 

The family extends heartfelt gratitude to Dr. Hellan and 
Dr. Nanda, as well as the compassionate oncology nurses at 
Kettering Cancer Care in Kettering, Ohio, and Soin Medical 
Center in Beavercreek, Ohio. Special thanks are also 
extended to Dr. Mittra at The James Cancer Center at The 
Ohio State University for their dedicated care, which great-
ly impacted Kelley's quality of life. 

Kelley's final wish was to advocate for early detection of 
colon cancer. She urged everyone aged 45 and older to pri-
oritize their health by scheduling a colonoscopy, especially 
if there's a family history of colon cancer. She emphasized 
that early detection saves lives and encouraged others not 
to delay this vital screening. 

 In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made 
to The American Cancer Society in honor of Kelley's legacy 
of love and advocacy. 

 Kelley's warmth, kindness, and unwavering love will be 
deeply missed by all who knew her. May her memory be a 
source of comfort and inspiration to those whose lives she 
touched. 

A private service will be held by the family.  
Arrangements in care of Belton-Stroup Funeral Home, 
Fairborn.  Condolences may be made to the family at 
BeltonStroup.com. 
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BUILT IN AMERICA
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REMAINING 2023                        MODELS

STOP IN & TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 

$2,000 & Up Off
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE AROUND!

 

 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A 

Cancer Benefit for 
MANDE POSTLE 

April 27, 2024, 4 p.m. 
VFW Post  #1080 

216 Orchard Ave.,  

Bellefontaine 

GREAT FOOD, 50/50 & BASKET RAFFLE 
 

––––– Featured Events & Times: ––––– 
Name That Tune Trivia 5-7pm 

Music 7-8 pm 
––––– Cost: ––––– 

Meal/Trivia: $20 • Trivia only:$10 
 

MENU: Pulled Pork, Shredded Chicken,  

Mac & Cheese, Baked Beans
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Bellefontaine’s girls track 
and field team defeated 
Delaware Hayes in a dual 
meet Wednesday. 

The Chiefs had 81 points 
and Hayes tallied 51 points. 

Leading Bellefontaine 
with wins were Kelsie 
Snapp in the shot put (35-
0), Alexis Robinson in the 
discus (117-11), Kylie 
Adams in the long jump 

(16-8.5), Parker 
Penhorwood in the pole 
vault (8-0), the 3,200 relay 
team of Kailyn Newman, 
Kayleigh Flora, Brianne 
Sechrest and Grace Brown 
(11:10.53), the 800 relay 
team oaf Elyncia Allen, 
Carisse Comstock, Parker 
Penhorwood and Jillian 
Ullom (1:59.57), the 400 
relay of Adams, Callie 
Shumaker, Ava Reeves and 
Parker Penhorwood (51.35), 

Reeves in the 100 (12.80) 
and 200 (26.85), Grace 
Brown in the 1,600 (5:35), 
Brianne Sechrest in the 
3,200 (13:32) and Shumaker 
in the 100 hurdles (16.59) 
and 300 hurdles (49.90). 

Taking second for the 
BHS girls were Robinson in 
the shot put (35-5.5), Reeves 
in the long jump (15-10.5), 
Newman in the 800 
(2:35.84), Adams in the 100 
hurdles (16.69) and Jillian 

Ullom in the 300 hurdles 
(56.12). 

Adding third-place fin-
ishes were Perri Neeld in 
the shot put (32-1) and the 
discus (99-10) and 
Shumaker in the high jump 
(4-04). 

Delaware Hayes won the 
boys meet with 81.75 
points. Bellefontaine had 
55.25 points. 

Earning wins for the 
Chiefs were Haiden Manns 

in the shot put (51-0) and 
discus (147-3), the 3,200 
relay team of Oliver 
Grandstaff, Zavier May, 
Ollie Moreland and Wes 
Dunn (10:06.69), the 1,600 
relay team of Grandstaff, 
Dunn, May and Alex Crabill 
(3:42.89), the 800 relay of 
Harper Scott, Kaiden Foulk, 
Caiden Snapp and Jacob 
Henry (1:35.91), the 400 
relay team of Scott, Foulk, 
Snapp and Henry (46.76) 

and Hayden Maus in the 
1,600 (4:45) and 3,200 
(10:14). 

Taking second for BHS 
were Snapp in the 100 
(11.62) and the 200 (24.42) 
and Brandon Wong in the 
100 hurdles (19.39). 

Adding third-place fin-
ishes were Anthony Stamm 
in the shot put (39-06), Jake 
Moreland in the 1,600 (4:51) 
and 3,200 (10:40) and Henry 
in the 300 hurdles (48.53). 
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Lady Chiefs get dual win over Delaware Hayes

Tiger makes Masters cut for record 24th straight time
AUGUSTA, Ga. (AP) — 

Tiger Woods claimed more 
history at August National 
on Friday, making the cut 
for a record 24th consecu-
tive time. 

Of course, his sights 
were fixated on a far greater 
goal — a record-tying sixth 
green jacket. 

Woods broke the cut 
record he shared with 
three-time champion Gary 
Player, who advanced to the 
weekend 23 straight times 
beginning in 1959, and 1992 
winner Fred Couples, 
whose own streak lasted 
until 2007. 

"It means I have a 
chance going into the week-
end," said Woods, whose 
even-par 72 left him 1 over 
through 36 holes. "I'm here. 
I have a chance to win the 
golf tournament. I don't 
know if they're all going to 
finish today, but I'm done. I 
got my two rounds in. Just 
need some food and some 
caffeine, and I'll be good to 
go." 

It was a grueling day for 
the five-time Masters 
champion, even more so 
considering the 48-year-old 
has endured numerous 
injuries, countless surgeries 
and a devastating car wreck 
that nearly cost him his 
right leg. 

Woods was back at the 

course before sunrise to fin-
ish up the final five holes of 
his opening round, which 
was cut short by darkness 
after storms Thursday 
morning delayed the start 
of the tournament by 2 1/2 

hours. 
He made a couple of 

bogeys to complete a 73, 
then had less than an hour 
to rest up for another 18 
holes. 

With the wind howling 

again at Augusta National, 
Woods had to do all sorts of 
scrambling to compensate 
for one wayward approach 
shot after another. But he 
kept pulling off nifty chips 
and clutch putts to keep his 

score safely above the cut 
line, which was projected at 
4 over when he finished his 
round. 

"I was forced to get up-
and-down a few times 
today, and I was able to do 

that," Woods said. "A lot of 
those chip shots I was able 
to get up-and-down 
because I left it in the per-
fect spot, and that's under-
standing how to play this 
golf course. ... Most of the 
up-and-downs I was in a 
perfect spot." 

Woods went through a 
stretch of six straight hole s 
before the turn where he 
made nothing but birdies or 
bogeys, but he settled 
things a bit on the back 
nine with a single bogey at 
the 14th — where his 
approach from 150 yards 
sailed into the gallery 
behind the green — and a 
two-putt birdie at the par-5 
15th after clearing the pond 
with two booming shots. 

Woods headed into the 
weekend likely to face a 
daunting deficit, with leader 
Bryson DeChambeau at 7 
under with three holes 
remaining. 

But Woods, of course, 
still thinks he has a chance 
to equal Jack Nicklaus' 
record of six green jackets. 

"I'm right there," he 
said. "I don't think anyone 
is going to run off and hide 
right now, but it's really 
bunched. The way the ball 
is moving on the greens, 
chip shots are being blown, 
it's all you want in a golf 
course." 

Tiger Woods and caddie Lance Bennett shield, their faces form the blowing sand on the 18th hole during second 
round at the Masters golf tournament Friday at Augusta National Golf Club in Augusta, Ga. (AP PHOTO/ASHLEY LANDIS)

Kentucky hires BYU’s Pope to replace Calipari
LEXINGTON, Ky. (AP) — 

Initially off the radar among 
Kentucky's coaching targets, Mark 
Pope is now entrusted with main-
taining the program's gold stan-
dard. 

Makes sense, since he helped 
do so as a player. 

Kentucky hired the BYU coach 
to guide its men's basketball pro-
gram, bringing home a captain of 
the Wildcats' 1996 national cham-
pionship team to succeed John 
Calipari. 

The school announced the 51-
year-old Pope's hiring in a release 
Friday morning but did not men-
tion any contract details. He will 
be introduced at a Sunday after-
noon news conference at Rupp 
Arena. 

Pope replaces Calipari, a Hall 
of Famer who took Kentucky to its 
eighth NCAA title in 2012 among 
four Final Four appearances in 15 
years. Kentucky hasn't returned 
there since going 38-1 in 2015. 
Calipari stepped down on 
Tuesday and was introduced as 
Arkansas coach the next day. 

Pope was 110-52 in five sea-
sons with the Cougars and went 
23-11 in their first season in the 
Big 12 Conference. BYU is also 
coming off a second NCAA 
Tournament appearance in four 
years under Pope. 

He was 77-56 before that in 
four seasons at Utah Valley and 
guided the Wolverines to con-
secutive runner-up finishes in 
the Western Athletic Conference 
his final two years. They reached 
the CBI quarterfinals both 
times. 

Kentucky athletic director 
Mitch Barnhart cited Pope's 
impressive 187-108 career record 
as a head coach and keen knowl-
edge of the program's meaning to 
the state. The AD also praised 
Pope's "dynamic" up-tempo 
offense and tough defense and 
called him an innovator. 

"He is a strong recruiter with 
international ties and a person of 
integrity," Barnhart said. "He fully 
embraces our high expectations 
and standards and I know that as 
our fans get reacquainted with 
Mark, they will be eager to join 

him on what promises to be an 
exciting ride." 

Pope said he understands the 
expectations of taking over college 
basketball's winningest program 
and the high expectations that 
come with it. 

"It's the definition of blue-
blood program where hanging a 
banner is the expectation ever 
year," Pope said. "Equally as 
important, UK changed my life 
forever as a human being. The 
love and passion I have for this 
program, this University and the 
people of the Commonwealth 
goes to the depth of my soul." 

Pope's hiring is highly surpris-
ing considering the higher-profile 
coaches mentioned as Kentucky's 
top candidates. But Baylor's Scott 
Drew and UConn's Dan Hurley, 

both of whom have led schools to 
NCAA titles, turned down offers 
on Thursday. Chicago Bulls coach 
Billy Donovan, a Kentucky assis-
tant on that championship team 
before guiding Florida to consecu-
tive NCAA titles, restated his com-
mitment to the NBA club. 

Pope faces his biggest task in 
returning his alma mater to 
national title contention after two 
first-round exits the past three 
seasons under Calipari. 
Kentucky's last deep NCAA 
Tournament came in 2019, when 
the team lost to SEC rival Auburn 
in the Elite Eight. 

Saint John's coach Rick Pitino, 
a Hall of Famer who led Kentucky 
back from NCAA sanctions to that 
1996 title, believes the school 
found the right candidate, saying 

Pope "will go on to greatness." 
"You have one of the premier 

young coaches in the game. Relish 
it because he will do you proud," 
Pitino said in a video posted to 
social media. "I know I sit here 
today in Saint John's and I could-
n't be any more proud than to see 
Mark Pope lead the Kentucky 
Wildcats to another champi-
onship. He'll get it done. He's got 
the right stock." 

Pope's initial mission is 
rebuilding a roster that has 
already lost guard Rob Dillingham 
and 7-foot-1 Aaron Bradshaw to 
the NBA draft and Adou Thiero to 
the transfer portal. Several other 
players appear likely to follow 
Calipari to Arkansas, while several 
All-American signees have re-
opened their commitments. 

However it settles for 
Kentucky, Pope's offensive philos-
ophy mirrors the high-octane 
approach that helped the Wildcats 
rank second nationally at 89 
points per game last season. 

BYU wasn't far behind, averag-
ing 81.4 points to lead the Big 12 
and rank 22nd nationally. The 
Cougars were third with 11.1 
made 3-pointers and 18.5 assists, 
and sixth with a 1.73 assist-to-
turnover ratio. They ranked as 
high as 12th in the AP Top 25 on 
Jan. 1 after going 12-1 in noncon-
ference action and winning the 
Vegas Showdown. 

Defensively, BYU tied for 
104th of 351 Division I teams at 
nearly 70 points allowed per 
game and ranked 26th with 39.5 
rebounds. 

BYU head coach Mark Pope talks to his players during the first half of a game against UCF on March 13 in Kansas City, Mo. Kentucky has 
hired Pope as men’s basketball coach, bringing home a member of the Wildcats’ 1996 national championship team to succeed John Calipari. 
The school announced Pope’s hiring in a release Friday morning, April 12, but did not mention any contract details. The 51-year-old Pope will 
be introduced at a later date, the release said. (AP PHOTO/CHARLIE RIEDEL, FILE)
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USBC youth city tournament winners

Bantam Singles 
Dillon Darst (first), Annabelle Walls (third), Benjamin 
Palmer (second)

Prep Doubles 
Carla Moon and Alex Palmer (first), Autumn Walls and Mia Collom (second), Roman 
Staley and Nolan Darst, not pictured, (third).

Bantam Doubles 
Dillon Darst and Haylee Boyer (first), Marleigh Hamm and 
Annabelle Walls (second), Brianna Wulf and Ian Clay, not 
pictured, (third)

Junior/Major Doubles 
Kody Palmer and Kynze Henry, not pictured, (first), Landon Jackson and Liam 
Harrington, not pictured, (second), Luke Kirkpatrick and Finn Ammons (third)

Prep Singles 
Mia Collim (first), Raina Young (second), Nolan 
Darst (third) 

Bumper winners 
Maddy Laber (second), Jake Boyer, missing, 
(first), Graysen Young (third)

Junior/Major League Singles 
Grayson Barnes (first), Connor Chambers 
(second), Landon Jackson, missing, (third)

De La Cruz excitement hasn’t let up in Cincinnati
CINCINNATI (AP) — Elly 

De La Cruz's power and 
speed are generating more 
excitement for the 
Cincinnati Reds. 

The 22-year-old 
Dominican star hit a sink-
ing liner Monday that 
skipped over the glove of 
diving center fielder Sal 
Frelick and rolled toward 
the warning track. With 
great, long strides, the 6-
foot-5 De La Cruz shifted 
into hyperdrive on his way 
to second base and legged 
out his first inside-the-park 
home run at 30 feet per sec-
ond. He rounded the bases 
in a shade under 15 sec-
onds. 

"When I saw him miss 

that ball, I said 'I'm going 
home.'" De La Cruz said. 
"No matter what happens, 
I'm going home." 

Two innings before his 
homer in the 10-8 Reds win, 
De La Cruz crushed a 3-2 
sinker from J.B. Bukauskas 
450 feet off the top of the 
batter's eye behind center 
field. He walked halfway to 
first, tossing his bat away 
nonchalantly while admir-
ing the arc. 

In the fourth inning, De La 
Cruz scored from first base 
on a bunt. In Wednesday 
night's loss to Milwaukee, his 
homer into the left-field seats 
was clocked off the bat at 
110.4 mph. 

The Reds lost two of 

three to their NL Central 
rivals, but De La Cruz had 
six hits, three homers, four 
RBIs and six runs along with 
a stolen base. He struck out 
only once. 

"That kid over there," 
Milwaukee manager Pat 
Murphy said, "he's pretty 
special." 

De La Cruz had hit in 11 
of 12 games this season 
entering Friday and has 
reached base in 17 consecu-
tive games dating to Sept. 
26. He's raised his average 
to .318 with a 1.034 OPS. 

Last July 8 at Milwaukee, 
the audacious De La Cruz 
made highlight reels by 
stealing second, third and 
home in the span of two 

pitches. 
"The exciting, fun part is 

to watch Elly run, which is 
incredible." Reds manager 
David Bell said. "But at the 
same time, we're looking at 
the at-bats he had to get 
into those positions. He's 
working so hard at it. It's 
nice to see it pay off." 

The lanky, switch-hitting 
De La Cruz was a sensation 
as soon as he was promoted 
to the majors. He struck out 
a lot, diving at sliders down 
and away. His fielding is 
still a work in progress, 
although his throws to first 
are among the fastest in the 
majors. 

De La Cruz smiles often 
while playing and celebrat-

ing with reckless joy. He's 
the first one waiting to 
exchange flying high-fives 
with teammates after wins. 
A Spanish speaker, he's try-
ing to improve his English 
because he says he wants to 
be able to communicate 
better with the fans, who 
can't get enough of him. 

"I enjoy every moment," 
he said. 

He also brings a spark to 
the clubhouse. 

"I think Cincinnati is 
truly blessed with a real 
superstar," Reds outfielder 
Will Benson said. "He does-
n't change, regardless of 
what he's going through. 
He's a genuine treat to be 
around." 

Yankees-Guardians 
series opener 
postponed by rain 

CLEVELAND — A total 
solar eclipse, stirring come-
back, home runs by broth-
ers in the same inning, a 
rainout and doubleheader. 

Stephen Vogt's first 
homestand as Cleveland's 
manager has had a little of 
everything. 

And, it's not over. 
On Friday, steady rain 

and a forecast for wet 
weather along strong winds 
postponed the Guardians' 
three-game series opener 
against the New York 
Yankees. The teams will 
now play a split double-
header today, with the first 
game starting at 12:10 p.m., 
and the second game slot-
ted for 6:10 p.m. 

This is New York's only 
visit to Cleveland this sea-
son, so it was essential for 
the game to made up right 
away. 

Carlos Carrasco, who 
was scheduled to start 
Friday, is expected to pitch 
Game 1 for the Guardians 
with Triston McKenzie 
pitching the second game. 

New York will start 
Clarke Schmidt in Game 1, 
and Cody Poteet will make 
his season debut in the sec-
ond game. 

It will be Carrasco's first 
start in Cleveland since 
2020, when he was traded 
following the season to the 
New York Mets in the 
Francisco Lindor deal. The 
popular 37-year-old 
Carrasco signed as a free 
agent during the offseason 
and made the Guardians' 
opening-day roster. 

Titans trade a  
7th-round pick to 
Cleveland for a 
reserve OT 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — 
The Tennessee Titans have 
traded a seventh-round 
pick in the upcoming NFL 
draft to the Cleveland 
Browns for offensive tackle 
Leroy Watson IV. 

The Titans announced 
the deal Friday, pending 
Watson passing a physical. 
Tennessee will send the No. 
227 pick overall to 
Cleveland to add depth to 
the offensive line. 

The 6-foot-5, 311-
pound Watson played 
seven games with 
Cleveland last season. He 
spent the 2022 season on 
the San Francisco practice 
squad after signing as an 
undrafted college free 
agent out of Texas San 
Antonio. He played tight 
end with 25 catches for 297 
yards and two touch-
downs. 

Titans general manager 
Ran Carthon worked for 
San Francisco in 2022, and 
new offensive line coach 
Bill Callahan coached the 
Browns' offensive line last 
season. 
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n SUDOKU KING FEATURES

RUBES Leigh RubinMODERATELY CONFUSED Jeff Stahler DENNIS THE MENACE Hank Ketcham

n CROSSWORD Sheffer

n Horoscopes  
ROYAL STARS | FROM KING FEATURES SYNDICATE  By Georgia Nicols

n COMICS

NON-SEQUITUR Wiley Sequitur

PEANUTS Charles Schulz PEARLS BEFORE SWINE Stephan Pastis

Moon Alert: Avoid shopping or impor-
tant decisions from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
EDT today (7:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. PDT). 
After that, the Moon moves from 
Gemini into Cancer.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Saturday, 
April 13, 2024:
You’re intelligent and have excellent 
ideas. You’re a tireless worker, reformer 
and problem-solver. This is a year of 
learning and teaching. You might 
renew your spiritual or religious beliefs. 
Explore philosophies that give you a 
better idea of how to get closer to the 
meaning of your life.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You’ll 
Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 
3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)  
★★★ Initially today, you might have 
strong feelings of  sympathy for a 
friend, sibling or neighbor. Or, instead, 
these same feelings might arise as some 
kind of confusion and indecisiveness. 
No worries, because once the Moon 
Alert is over, focus on home and family. 
Tonight: Home and family.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★ Be careful at the beginning of 
today, especially this morning, with 
respect to shopping or spending money 
because of the Moon Alert. After it is 
over, the pace of your day will acceler-
ate and you will be busy with errands, 
discussions and learning new things. 
Tonight: Discussions!
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★ This morning you might have a 
fuzzy state of mind or spend a lot of 
time daydreaming or being lost in a 
fantasy world. Obviously, this is a poor 
time to make important decisions, 
especially about spending money. After 

the Moon Alert is over, pay attention 
to your cash flow and your possessions. 
Tonight: Check your belongings.
CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ Take it easy at the beginning 
of this day until the Moon Alert is 
over. Don’t take things too seriously. 
Go with the flow. After the Moon 
Alert is over, the Moon will move into 
your sign, which will give you an 
advantage over all the other signs. 
Make use of this! Tonight: You win!
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★ You might feel concerned about 
a friend or a group and want to help 
them in some way. However, because 
there is a Moon Alert this morning, 
hold onto your money and postpone 
important decisions. After it’s over, you 
will have a clearer idea of what to do. 
Tonight: Solitude.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★ People might be confused by you 
this morning. Or perhaps you will be 
confused dealing with parents and 
authority figures. Wait until the Moon 
Alert is over before you decide what to 
do today. At that time, a conversation 
with a friend could be meaningful to 
you. Tonight: Friendships.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★ Feelings of escapism are strong 
this morning. You might be drawn to 
metaphysical or mystical subjects or 
supernatural phenomena. (Always fas-
cinating.) After the Moon Alert is over, 
be aware that you’re high-viz and peo-
ple notice you more than usual. 
Tonight: You’re admired.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ Until midday, the Moon Alert 
today is taking place in one of your 
Money Houses. Therefore, do not 
spend money, except for food and gas. 
Postpone important decisions about 
inheritances, shared property, taxes 

and debt. Be smart. Tonight: Explore!
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★ Conversations with partners and 
close friends might be confusing this 
morning. You might make assump-
tions about someone, or they might 
make false assumptions about you. Pay 
little attention to this. Wait until the 
Moon Alert is over to get down to busi-
ness. Tonight: Check your finances.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★ After the Moon Alert is over 
today, the Moon will move opposite 
your sign, which means you will have 
to compromise and be ready to go 
more than halfway when dealing with 
others, especially partners and close 
friends. It’s just what it is. No biggie. 
Tonight: Cooperate.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ This morning is a wonderful, 
creative time for you! It will be easy to 
think outside the box during the Moon 
Alert. Your imagination will run free. 
Later in the day, you will accomplish 
more in practical terms. Tonight: Work.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ This morning is the perfect 
time to keep a low profile and putter 
around home in a relaxing way. Don’t 
shop during the Moon Alert. Ironically, 
after the Moon Alert is over, you will 
enjoy socializing with others and hav-
ing a good time! Tonight: Socialize.

BORN TODAY
Actor Ron Perlman (1950), actress 
Allison Williams (1988), actress Kelli 
Giddish (1980)

* * *
Find more Georgia Nicols horoscopes 
at georgianicols.com.

© 2024 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

MARY RUTAN 
• March 1, 2024: Eric and Amber Olson of Marysville, a 
son, Henry Neil; grandparents: Eric and Valerie Olson, and 
Michelle Myers and Kip May, all of Belle Center, and 
Jessica May of Bellefontaine.  
• March 2, 2024: Jessica and Justin Baughman of 
Huntsville, a daughter, Reign OakLynn; grandparents: 
Kellie McClanahan and Karen and Von Baughman, all of 
Bellefontaine, and Sharyn and Rodney Slayback of 
Robertsdale, Ala.  
• March 3, 2024: Allison Reisinger and Christopher Barnes, 
a daughter, Kinsley Keigh Barnes; grandparents: Dana and 
Mike of Bellefontaine and Nikki and Mike of DeGraff.  
• March 5, 2024: Jada Nichols and Chase Everhardt of 
Bellefontaine, twin daughters, Alice Grey and Autumn 
Hayes Everhardt; grandparents: Aaron and Darlene Crites 
and Chrissy and Billy Shoots of Bellefontaine.  
• March 12, 2024: Courtnie Smith and Jaxon Heath of 
DeGraff, a daughter, Leighton LeeAnn Lynn Heath; 
grandparents: Mindy Purtee, Alan and Cassie Smith and 
Gwen and Duane Heath, all of DeGraff.  
• March 12, 2024: Cori and Nickolas Carmichael of 
Urbana, a son, Jude Ryker; grandparents: Lori and Todd of 
Beavercreek and Jo and Scott of Kettering.  
• March 12, 2024: Edward D. Huffman III and Taylor 
Huffman of Bellefontaine, a son, Waylon Dean; 
grandparents: Michael Knox, Edward Huffman II, 
Maryann Huffman and Daniel Huffman, all of 
Bellefontaine, and Michelle LeMar of Alger.  
• March 13, 2024: Ryan and Heidi Alloway of 
Bellefontaine/Indian Lake, a daughter, Seraphina.  
• March 16, 2024: Audrey Hire and Domnick Miller of 
Bellefontaine, a daughter, Sariah Imani Miller; 
grandparents: Cynthia Jackson and Jason Knight, and 
Suzan Miller, all of Bellefontaine, William Miller and Kayla 
Miller of Urbana, and Jon Hire of Van Wert.  
• March 19, 2024: Dalton and Chelsea Hiltibran of West 
Liberty, a son, Harrison Edward; grandparents: Tina 
Fannin of Marion, Alan and Angie Hiltibran of Urbana and 

David and Misty Snyder of LaRue.  
• March 22, 2024: Erica and Jake McFarlin of DeGraff, a 
son, Jaxon Allen; grandparents: Francesca and Bart 
Higgins of Butler, and Sarah and Mike McFarlin of 
DeGraff.  
• March 22, 2024: Philip and Lauren Blake of 
Bellefontaine, a son, Thomas; grandparents: Greg and 
Becky Krisher of DeGraff and David and Tammy Blake of 
Bellefontaine. 

ELSEWHERE  
• March 2, 2024: Jadon and Jennifer Miller of Mt. Victory, 
a son, Kaysen Michael Miller, at Memorial Hospital in 
Marysville; paternal grandparents: John and Jessica Engle 
of Ridgeway; maternal grandparents: Shane and 
Stephanie Jordan of Kenton.  
• March 11, 2024: Garrett and Megan Leeds of Milford 
Center, a daughter, Lainey Gene, at Memorial Hospital; 
paternal grandparents: Ron and Cheryl Leeds of Milford 
Center; maternal grandparents: Parrish and Tracy 
McIntosh of Marysville.  
• March 15, 2024: Nolan and Cierra Hunt of West 
Mansfield, a daughter, Elawyn Mae, at Memorial Hospital; 
paternal grandparents: Gene and Barb Hunt of 
Bellefontaine; maternal grandparents: Tony and Andrea 
Fields of West Mansfield.  
• March 20, 2024: James Gessler and Samantha Schaffner-
Gessler of Richwood, a daughter, Willow Kate Gessler, at 
Memorial Hospital; maternal grandparents: Leslie and 
Laura Schaffner of Fayette; paternal grandparents: Jim 
and Beth Gessler of Bridgeport.  
• March 22, 2024: Josh and Lynn Davis of Bellefontaine, a 
daughter, Rosalie Rae, at Memorial Hospital; paternal 
grandparents: Steve and Lisa Davis of New Lebanon; 
maternal grandparents: Mark and Bev Mellum of 
Bellefontaine.  
• April 4, 2024: Titus and Natalie Davie of Bellefontaine, a 
son, Jerusalem Shawn, at Memorial Hospital; maternal 
grandparents: Shawn and Beth Davie; paternal 
grandparents: Brad and Marie Angus. 

n BIRTH NOTICES

Pie-in-the face fundraiser  
provides $1,200 for tornado relief  
Riverside Schools student Eli Kindle, left, got to throw a 
pie at teacher Lucinda Fleming, this week for as a part of 
a larger effort to raise funds for the United Way’s Indian 
Lake Tornado Relief. When Riverside students returned 
from spring break, they had the opportunity to participate 
in the fundraiser put on by junior high and high school 
student council from April 2-5. Pupils gave money 
throughout the week that was added in a jar of their 
choice that contained the name of a Riverside staff mem-
ber they would like to see get a pie in the face. The staff 
members with the most money in their jars were present-
ed April 9 for a group of students to splatter them with 
pies. In just three days, Riverside was able to raise more 
than $1,200 for tornado victims. (RIVERSIDE PHOTO) 
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• BELLEFONTAINE’S BEST CAR WASH 
$14 (“BEST” Car Wash) .......................................................... $9

• CITY SWEETS & CREAMERY 
$10 .......................................................................................... $7 
$20 ...................................................................................... $13 

• CLANCY’S (SIDNEY) 

$6 ............................................................................................ $4
• DONATOS PIZZA, SUBS, SALADS

$10 .......................................................................................... $7 
• DONUT SHOP & BAKERY (RUSSELLS PT.) 

$10 .......................................................................................... $7 
$20 ...................................................................................... $13

• EASTON WATER 
$30 ................................................ $18 
*NOTE: (Only 30 Avb./month,  limit 2-per purchase) 

• INDIAN LAKE ROLLARENA 
$6 (Fri & Sat 7–10:30 p.m.)............................................. $4.50

• KIRKMONT CENTER HABITAT HOUSE 
$100 (Good for (1) night rental) ............................ $70
$600  (Good for (1) week rental) ............................... $420 

• KNEAD MORE MASSAGE 
$85 (Good for (1) ONE HOUR MASSAGE) ................................ $52 

(Only 3 available per month) 

• LEE’S COMFORT SHOES 
$20 (Only 25 per month, 5 per customer) ............. $14

• McDONALDS (BFN. NORTH & SOUTH) 

$10 .......................................................................................... $8 
$20 ...................................................................................... $15

• OHIO FITNESS & MARTIAL ARTS 
$39.99 ................................................................................ $28
(Good for (1) Month Gym Membership) 

$70 ..................................................................................... $49
(Good for (1) Month Family Gym Membership) 

$79.99 ................................................................................ $59
(Good for (1) Month Kids Martial Arts) 

$165 .............................................................................. $119
(Good for (1) Month Family Gym & Martial Arts Membership) 

BUSINESSES INTERESTED IN  
JOINING THE PROGRAM CALL  

937-592-3060 TO FIND OUT HOW!
NOTE: Certificates can’t be combined with any other offer, coupon or 
gift certificate.  No cash back value and are a non-refundable purchase.

BELLEFONTAINE EXAMINER

SOLD OUT 
[30 Available - 1st of Next Month] 

CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

PERSONAL
CRISIS HOTLINE

Call and give operator first 
name and brief comment 
about service needed.

1-800-224-0422

Domestic and 
Sexual Violence 
24/7 Crisis Line

TCN Domestic Violence
Program

877/394-1046
TCN's Soteria Shelter

937/404-2365
TCN's New Directions

Outreach Office
937/593-5777

FOR INFORMATION Con-
cerning American Red Cross 
Blood Services Program, call 
650-5000.

NEW PATH
Pregnancy Resource Centers

www.newpathprc.com
709 N. Main St., Bellefontaine

937-592-7734

POISON CONTROL 
CENTER

1-(800)222-1222
24 Hour Hotline

WORK WANTED
CARMAN BUILDERS

Vinyl siding, replacement 
windows, seamless spout-
ing, roofing. Free estimates. 
585-6472 or 937-726-7714.

HELP WANTED
ADEA RULINGS

The Bellefontaine Examiner 
does not knowingly accept 
help wanted advertisements in 
violation of the Age Discrimi-
nation Employment Act.
The ADEA prohibits arbitrary 
age discrimination of persons 
age 40 or over and applies to 
employers with 25 or more 
employees, employment agen-
cies and labor organizations.
Advertising containing such 
terms as “young”, “boy”, or 
“girl” or designating a certain 
age such as “age 35 to 55” or 
other similar specification indi-
cates discrimination against 
employment of older persons 
and are considered in violation 
of the act.
Information about the Act may 
be obtained by calling or writ-
ing the U.S. Department of La-
bor, Wage and Hour Division.

Head Librarian
Dr. Earl Sloan Library in 
Zanesfield. Basic library 
knowledge and Mac and PC 
computer skills preferred.
Duties include managing and 
ordering books and assisting 
patrons with computers and 
research. Maximum of 29 
hours a week. If interested 
submit resume to Lois Stoll at 

stolllois@gmail.com
Questions call or text 
937-935-2333.
Position closes April 21, 2024.

HELP WANTED
Village of West Liberty Clerk’s 
office is accepting applications 
for a Full Time Street Depart-
ment Laborer. This job would 
include picking up trash, snow 
plowing, mowing, etc.  Applica-
tion and job description can be 
printed online at 
mywestliberty.com and 
dropped in drop box located at 
201 N. Detroit St. West Lib-
erty, Ohio. Applications must 
be submitted no later than 
4:00 PM on April 23, 2024. 

SERVICES
FOR ONLY $335, you can 
place a 25-word classified ad 
in 133 newspapers across 68 
counties. All newspapers 
within the OhioScan network 
total a readership of over 
2,000,000. Call Bellefontaine 
Examiner, 592-3060. Visit 
www.adohio.net.

SALES
842 EASTERN, Bellef.: Fri. & 
Sat. 9-2, rain or shine! Lots of 
items with cheap prices.

Come & Get It! 
Items Priced To Sell!

Garage Sale
Thurs 4/18 & Fri. 4/19, 9-4

Sat., Apr. 20, 8-1
444 Ontario Ave., Bellef.

Lots of misc. household items, 
old books, 33 records & vinyls.

TRUCKS
1940 CHEVY P/U, disassem-
bled, all sheet metal, glass, 
frame, no eng/trans, build it 
your way. $5500 cash. Call 
937-414-7984 leave message.

PRICE REDUCED!!
2014 ISUZU NPR-HD with 16 
ft. box. 229,314 miles. $16,500 
OBO. Call or text TJ at 
937-407-0205.

MOTORCYCLES/
SCOOTERS

2008 HARLEY DAVIDSON 
SPORTSTER 1200FI, less 
than 19k miles, lots of extras, 
nice bike. Asking $5000 firm, 
cash. Call 937-414-7984 leave 
message.

BOATS &
JET SKIS

STARCRAFT 18 ft. alum. 
boat, big Mercury 4 cyl. IO, 
new fish finder, bimini top, cus-
tom cover, needs driver’s seat 
rebuilt, old but solid w/single 
axle steel frame trailer. $3500 
firm, cash. Call 937-414-7984 
leave message.

LAWN & GARDEN
JUST CUTTIN’ UP LAWN 
CARE. Affordable rates. Dan 
Johnson 937-935-9027.

Need your grass cut?  
Call Cool Stripes 

937-935-6837

YARD MACHINE 20hp Briggs 
& Stratton, 42” cut, needs bat-
tery & safety start switch. $250 
cash. Call 937-414-7984 leave 
message.

PETS
When veterinary care is un-
available or unaffordable, 
ask for Happy Jack® animal 
healthcare products. 

Hepburn Feed & Supply. 
673- 9590

FOR RENT
APTS., ROOMS, HOUSES
starting at $400.00. Call or 
Text 937-407-2126, 441-2243.

NOTICE
Housing advertisements pub-
lished in this newspaper are 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act of 1968 which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, nationality, sex, 
age (including children), handi-
cap or familial status. This also 
includes limitation to number 
of persons desired. The Belle-
fontaine Examiner will not 
knowingly accept advertising 
which is in violation of the law.

ROOMS
Very nice sleeping room.
Includes laundry room, bath-
room and kitchen, and wi-fi. 
Call 937-935-2490 any time.

STORAGE
540/33 SELF-STORAGE

1st month free, free locks, be-
side Love’s Gas Station on 
540 near 33. Call 593-0000.

ALL AMERICAN Storage. 
Monthly rentals. Free locks. Be-
hind Harbor Freight. 592-9100.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHERS NOTICE

All real estate advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Fair Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national 
origin, or an intention to make 
any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination.” Familial 
status includes children under 
the age of 18 living 
with parents or legal custodi-
ans, pregnant women and 
people securing custody of 
children under 18.
This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in the newspa-
per are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain 
of discrimination call HUD toll 
free at 1-800-669-9777. The 
toll free telephone number for 
the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

LOTS & LAND
WANTED TO BUY: 20 Acres 
or  more.  Call  Lori  at 
614-565-5666.

FINANCIAL
NOTICE

LENDING OPPORTUNITIES
Borrow Smart. Contact the 
Ohio Division of Financial Insti-
tutions’ Office of Consumer Af-
fairs BEFORE you refinance 
your home or obtain a loan. 
BEWARE of requests for any 
large advance payment of fees 
or insurance. Call the Office of 
Consumer Affairs toll free at 
1-866-278-0003 to learn if the 
mortgage broker or lender is 
properly licensed. (This notice 
is a public service of the Belle-
fontaine Examiner.)

PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE
The Bellefontaine Examiner 
does not knowingly accept 
Help Wanted ads from em-
ployers covered by the Fair 
Labor Standards Act if they of-
fer less than the legal mini-
mum wage or fail to pay at 
least time and one-half for 
overtime hours.

LEGALS
SSUUMMMMAARRYY  OOFF

BBEELLLLEEFFOONNTTAAIINNEE  CCIITTYY
CCOOUUNNCCIILL  OORRDDIINNAANNCCEESS

AANNDD  RREESSOOLLUUTTIIOONNSS
Resolution No. 24-31
Passed on April 9, 2024
A Resolution establishing 
two new accounts in the 
Capital Improvement #2 
Fund and the Wastewater 
Department

I, Bonnie Campbell, Belle-
fontaine City Clerk of 
Council, do hereby certify 
that these summary titles 
of Ordinances and Reso-
lutions are true as passed 
by City Council of Belle-
fontaine during regular 
and special meetings (as 
prescribed by law) of the 
City of Bellefontaine on 
Feb. 13, 2024. Ordinances 
and Resolutions in full 
form may be read or a 
copy secured thereof (for 
25¢ per page) at the Clerk 
of  Council's  Office  lo-
cated at 530 E. Chillicothe 
Ave., Bellefontaine, Ohio. 
Ph. 937-599-1196.
Joshua Stolly,

City Law Director
Bonnie Campbell,

Clerk of Council
April 13, 2024

NNOOTTIICCEE  OOFF  PPUUBBLLIICC  
MMEEEETTIINNGG

The Jefferson Township 
Zoning Commission of 
Logan County, Ohio, will 
hold a public meeting at 
6:30 PM on Thursday, 
April 25, 2024, at the Jef-
ferson Township Hall lo-
cated at 4912 County 
Road 153, Zanesfield, OH 
43360. 
The purpose of the meet-
ing is to address the elec-
tion of officers, discuss 
and consider zoning 
amendments, and ad-
dress any other matters 
presented to the Commis-
sion. 
By order of the Jefferson 
Township Fiscal Officer, 
Heather Clapsaddle.
April 11, 13, 2024

IINN  TTHHEE  CCOOMMMMOONN  
PPLLEEAASS  CCOOUURRTT  OOFF
LLOOGGAANN  CCOOUUNNTTYY,,

OOHHIIOO
FFAAMMIILLYY  CCOOUURRTT  

DDIIVVIISSIIOONN

IInn  tthhee  MMaatttteerr  ooff  AAddooppttiioonn  
ooff  SSkkyyllaarr  SSttoorrmm  PPaattrriicckk  
““CChhiilldd’’ss  NNaammee  AAFFTTEERR  
aaddooppttiioonn  iiff  ggrraanntteedd””,,  AA  
MMiinnoorr
CCaassee  NNoo..  2244--AADD--0011

NNOOTTIICCEE  OOFF  HHEEAARRIINNGG  
OONN  PPEETTIITTIIOONN  FFOORR
AADDOOPPTTIIOONN

TToo::  RRIICCHHAARRDD  TTHHOOMMAASS  
SSHHOOFFFFNNEERR,,  llaasstt  kknnoowwnn  

LEGALS
aaddddrreessss  331100  SS..  MMaaiinn  
SSttrreeeett,,  MMoouunntt  VViiccttoorryy,,  
OOhhiioo  4433334400
You are hereby notified 
that on the 30th day of 
January,  2024,  Christo-
pher Michael Patrick filed 
in this Court, a Petition 
for  Adoption  of  Skylar 
Storm Shoffner, a minor, 
whose date of birth is De-
cember 28, 2012,  and to 
have the name of the mi-
nor changed to Skylar 
Storm Patrick.  This 
Court, located at the Lo-
gan County Courthouse, 
101 S. Main Street, Belle-
fontaine, Ohio 43311 will 
hear the petition on the 
1100tthh  ddaayy  ooff  JJuunnee,,  22002244,,  aatt  
00::0000  oo''cclloocckk  aa..mm..  
It is alleged in the peti-
tion, pursuant to R.C. 
3107.07, that the consent 
of RRiicchhaarrdd  TThhoommaass  SShhooffff--
nneerr is not required due to 
the following:
The parent has failed 
without justifiable cause 
to provide more than de 
minimis contact with the 
minor for a period of at 
least one year immedi-
ately preceding the filing 
of the adoption petition or 
the placement of the mi-
nor in the home of the pe-
titioner.
The parent has failed 
without justifiable cause 
to provide for the mainte-
nance and support of the 
minor as required by law 
or judicial decree for a pe-
riod of at least one year 
immediately preceding 
the filing of the adoption 
petition or the placement 
of the minor in the home 
of the petitioner.

AA  FFIINNAALL  DDEECCRREEEE  OOFF  
AADDOOPPTTIIOONN,,  IIFF  GGRRAANNTT--  
EEDD,,  WWIILLLL  RREELLIIEEVVEE  YYOOUU  
OOFF  AALLLL  PPAARREENNTTAALL  
RRIIGGHHTTSS  AANNDD  RREESSPPOONNSSII--
BBIILLIITTIIEESS,,  IINNCCLLUUDDIINNGG  
TTHHEE  RRIIGGHHTT  TTOO  
CCOONNTTAACCTT  TTHHEE  MMIINNOORR  
CCHHIILLDDRREENN,,  AANNDD,,  
EEXXCCEEPPTT  WWIITTHH  
RREESSPPEECCTT  TTOO  AA  SSPPOOUUSSEE  
OOFF  TTHHEE  AADDOOPPTTIIOONN  
PPEETTIITTIIOONNEERR  AANNDD  
RREELLAATTIIVVEESS  OOFF  TTHHAATT  
SSPPOOUUSSEE,,  TTEERRMMIINNAATTEE  
AALLLL  LLEEGGAALL  RREELLAATTIIOONN--
SSHHIIPPSS  BBEETTWWEEEENN  TTHHEE  
MMIINNOORR  AANNDD  YYOOUU  AANNDD  
TTHHEE  MMIINNOORR''SS  OOTTHHEERR  
RREELLAATTIIVVEESS,,  SSOO  TTHHAATT  
TTHHEE  MMIINNOORR  TTHHEERREEAAFF--
TTEERR  AARREE  AA  SSTTRRAANNGGEERR  
TTOO  YYOOUU  AANNDD  TTHHEE  MMII--
NNOORR''SS  FFOORRMMEERR  RREELLAA--
TTIIVVEESS  FFOORR  AALLLL  PPUURR--
PPOOSSEESS..  
IIFF  YYOOUU  WWIISSHH  TTOO  CCOONN--
TTEESSTT  TTHHEE  AADDOOPPTTIIOONN,,  
YYOOUU  MMUUSSTT  FFIILLEE  AANN  
OOBBJJEECCTTIIOONN  TTOO  TTHHEE  
PPEETTIITTIIOONN  WWIITTHHIINN  
FFOOUURRTTEEEENN  ((1144))  DDAAYYSS  
AAFFTTEERR  PPRROOOOFF  OOFF  
SSEERRVVIICCEE  OOFF  NNOOTTIICCEE  OOFF  
TTHHEE  FFIILLIINNGG  OOFF  TTHHEE  
PPEETTIITTIIOONN  AANNDD  OOFF  TTHHEE  
TTIIMMEE  AANNDD  PPLLAACCEE  OOFF  
HHEEAARRIINNGG  IISS  GGIIVVEENN  TTOO  
YYOOUU..  
IIFF  YYOOUU  WWIISSHH  TTOO  CCOONN--
TTEESSTT  TTHHEE  AADDOOPPTTIIOONN,,  
YYOOUU  MMUUSSTT  AALLSSOO  AAPP--
PPEEAARR  AATT  TTHHEE  HHEEAARRIINNGG..  
AA  FFIINNAALL  DDEECCRREEEE  OOFF  
AADDOOPPTTIIOONN  MMAAYY  BBEE  EENN--
TTEERREEDD  IIFF  YYOOUU  FFAAIILL  TTOO  
FFIILLEE  AANN  OOBBJJEECCTTIIOONN  TTOO  
TTHHEE  AADDOOPPTTIIOONN  PPEETTII--
TTIIOONN  OORR  AAPPPPEEAARR  AATT  
TTHHEE  HHEEAARRIINNGG..  RR..CC..  
22110077--0077

RRIIGGHHTT  TTOO  CCOOUUNNSSEELL::
Any party is entitled to 

be represented by an at-
torney throughout these 
proceedings. Upon re-
quest and application, an 
indigent parent who is 
facing the loss of parental 
rights and who wishes to 
contest or object to the 
adoption will be ap-
pointed an attorney upon 
determination of indi-
gency. If you believe you 
are indigent and cannot 
afford an attorney, com-
plete and file (personally 
or by U.S. mail) a “Finan-
cial Disclosure Form” to 
the Probate Clerk's office 
in the Logan County 
Courthouse at 101 S. 
Main Street, Bellefon-
taine, Ohio 43311 immedi-
ately but not later than 
the date set for hearing. 
Upon receipt of the form, 
the Court will review the 
information and deter-
mine whether you qualify 
for court-appointed serv-
ices. A hearing may be 
held if your application is 
incomplete or unclear.

The State Public De-
fender requires that you 
pay an application fee of 
$25.00. This fee may be 
added as costs at the con-
clusion of this case if you 
do not pay at the time of 
presenting your affidavit 
of indigency. Please read 
the affidavit carefully be-
cause it contains impor-
tant information about 

LEGALS
the potential recoupment 
process.

You have the right to 
represent yourself as a 
pro se litigant. Please take 
notice that you are pre-
sumed to have knowledge
of the law and correct le-
gal procedures. There-
fore, you remain subject 
to the same rules and pro-
cedures to which repre-
sented litigants are
bound. You are not given 
greater rights than repre-
sented parties and must 
bear the consequences
of  your  mistakes (Wil-
liams v. First Merit Bank, 
N.A., 9th Dist. No. 24011, 
2008-Ohio-5038).

Pleadings MUST be re-
duced to writing and pre-
sented to the Court in per-
son or by mail. You are 
responsible for providing
a copy of the pleadings to
all parties of record.

FFOORR  AADDDDIITTIIOONNAALL  
IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN,,  CCAALLLL  
((993377))  559999--77225522,,  MMOONNDDAAYY  
TTHHRROOUUGGHH  FFRRIIDDAAYY..
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BY JOSH FUNK  
AP Business Writer 

Four railroads have 
asked federal appeals 
courts to throw out a new 
rule that would require 
two-person train crews in 
most circumstances, saying 
the mandate is arbitrary, 
capricious and an illegal 
abuse of discretion. 

The identical challenges 
of the Federal Railroad 
Administration's rule were 
all filed this week in differ-
ent appellate courts on 
behalf of Union Pacific, 
BNSF and two short line 
railroads — the Indiana 
Railroad and Florida East 
Coast Railway. 

The new federal require-
ment, announced last 
week, was a milestone in 
organized labor's long fight 
to preserve the practice and 
came amid increasing 
scrutiny into railroad safe-

ty, especially in the wake of 
the fiery February 2023 
derailment in eastern Ohio. 

Most of those railroads 
did not immediately offer 
additional explanation for 
why they don't like the rule, 
but the industry has long 
opposed such a regulation 
and the Association of 
American Railroads trade 
group said last week that 
the rule was unfounded 
and not supported by safe-
ty data. The Indiana 
Railroad — like many short 
lines across the country — 
already operates with one-
person crews, but the 
major freight railroads all 
have two-person crews that 
their union contracts 
require. 

Union Pacific said in a 
statement "this rule, which 
lacks any data showing two 
people in a cab are safer 
than one, hinders our abili-
ty to compete in a world 

where technology is chang-
ing the transportation 

industry and prevents us 
from preparing our work-
force for jobs of the future." 

BNSF deferred comment 
to AAR, and the two smaller 
railroads did not immedi-
ately respond to messages 
Thursday. 

The regulators who 
announced the rule last 
Tuesday and the unions 
that have lobbied for the 
policy for years all argue 
there are clear safety bene-
fits to having two people in 
the cab of locomotives to 
help operate the train 
because they can keep each 
other alert and the conduc-
tor can respond immediate-
ly to any problems they 
encounter, including serv-
ing as the initial first-
responder to a derailment. 

Transportation Secretary 
Pete Buttigieg has said the 
need to improve railroad 
safety was made glaringly 
clear last year when a 
Norfolk Southern train 
derailed on the outskirts of 
a town on the Ohio-
Pennsylvania border and 
spilled an assortment of 
hazardous chemicals that 
caught fire. That East 
Palestine derailment 
inspired calls for reform 

that have stalled in 
Congress. 

But Buttigieg and the 
Federal Railroad 
Administration declined to 
comment Thursday on the 
legal challenges to the new 
rule that is set to take effect 
in early June. 

The head of the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers and Trainmen 
union Eddie Hall said this 
legal challenge is just 
another sign the railroads 
"place profits over safety." 
He said keeping two people 
in the locomotive won't 
keep railroads from invest-
ing in new technology, and 
the industry should focus 
on improving safety. 

"This move by the rail-
roads was predictable. The 
railroads and their trade 
association appeal every 
safety reform," Hall said. 

Railroads have long 
argued that the size of train 
crews should be deter-
mined by contract talks, not 
regulators or lawmakers, 
because they maintain 
there is not enough data to 
show two-person crews are 
safer. Current safety stats 
can't show how safe one-
person crews are because 

all the major railroads have 
two-person crews now. 

The new rule does 
include an exception that 
would allow short line rail-
roads to continue operating 
with one-person crews if 
they have been doing it for 
more than two years and 
have a plan to ensure safety. 
But the rule would make it 
difficult for any railroads to 
cut their crews down to one 
person. 

The railroads have often 
challenged states when they 
tried to require two-person 
crews, so it's not a surprise 
that they went to court over 
this new federal rule. 

The major freight rail-
roads have argued that 
automatic braking systems 
that are designed to prevent 
collisions have made the 
second person in the loco-
motive cab unnecessary 
and they believe a conduc-
tor based in a truck could 
adequately respond to any 
train problems. Plus, they 
say taking that conductor 
off of the train would 
improve their quality of life 
because he or she would no 
longer have to work unpre-
dictable hours on the road. 
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Freight railroads ask courts to throw out new 
rule requiring two-person crews on trains 

A maintenance worker walks past the company logo on the side of a locomotive in the Union Pacific Railroad fueling 
yard in north Denver, Oct. 18, 2006. Four railroads, including Union Pacific, have asked federal appeals courts to 
throw out a new rule that would require two-person train crews in most circumstances. (AP PHOTO/DAVID ZALUBOWSKI, 
FILE)


