
A TALE OF TWO PANDEMICS
‘Examiner’ revisits coverage of Spanish Influenza pandemic 

Here’s a look at some local coverage of the pandemic as reported in 1918. 
Check out future editions for more historical coverage from that period. 
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Wednesday,
Oct. 2, 1918

Halt Orders Are
Issued To Stamp
Out Influenza 
Eighteen More

Deaths Are Listed
At Camp Sherman
And Four Thousand

Are Ill of the
Disease.

Every Effort to Be
Made to Stamp Out the
Epidemic — Two Nurses
Are Victims of the
Disease.
Chillicothe, Oct. 2,

1918 — “ Go the limit,”
Colonel T.R. Rivers,
camp commandant, told
medical officers at a con-
ference Wednesday.
“ No matter what the
cost, get what you need,
and do what you think
best to stamp out this
disease.”

Prevention of
Influenza Spread;
Advice Given. 
Dr. W.C. Pay,

Health Officer, is in
receipt of a communica-
tion from the State
department of health
relating to the spread of
influenza. So far, there
have been no outbreaks
in the State, but the
Department of Health
offers some suggestions
to prevent its spreading. 
Persons having the

disease should avoid
contact with well per-
sons and remain away
from public gatherings,
theatres etc. Influenza is
most contagious in the
early stages and the vic-
tim should isolate him-
self as much as possible
from others during this
stage of the disease. 
Common sources of

infection are drinking

cups, roller towels, kiss-
ing, handkerchiefs, toys,
pipes and other articles
used about the mouth. 
Any action taken to

minimize the danger will
be of benefit to the com-
munity. 

Dr. W.W. Hamer
Advises Care to
Avoid Epidemic 
Dr. W.W. Hamer

believes in Bellefontaine
residents retaining their
good health and to this
end he advises, to guard
against Spanish
Influenza, that public
places where crowds
assemble, be avoided.
Of the malady, Dr.

Hamer said this morn-
ing:
“ I do not know of

any cases of influenza in
this city but I realize that
the epidemic is about

the same as that which
visited the community
some 27 years ago when
a great many old people
died from the effects. I
think that every precau-
tion should be exercised
against it and that an
ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure. 
“ Attendance in the

churches of this city is
not apt to be attended
with serious results,
owing to the good venti-
lation in churches, but I
advise against entering
crowed places where
there may be heavy air.
People should refrain
from traveling when pos-
sible. The malady is
badly named and I
believe it is the influenza
of which we know, only
any this time it is more
violent, generally. 
“ People should also

realize the scarcity of
physicians in this city
and remember that

there are but 12 here,
eight of whom are over
50 years of age. The oth-
ers are in the service and
cannot reach homes
quickly when an epi-
demic comes. 
Lieutenant Frank B.

Kaylor, writing from
Camp Taylor, Ky., says
that he has been busy
from 8 a.m. to 8:45 p.m.
writing the history of the
cases of influenza which
has attacked the camp.
“ There are hundreds of
soldiers sick from the
epidemic,”  he says. He
also states that the
physicians wear masks
over their faces and use
rubber gloves and take
every precaution against
spreading the disease, all
of which goes to show
that when the epidemic
comes its spread is rapid. 
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Saturday,
Oct. 5, 1918

Three Logan
County Soldiers
Die In Camps

Friday 
Clayton Earle
Manahan, of
Bellecenter, and
Robert Campbell,
of Bloomfield
Township, and
William Devine,
of Jefferson
Township 

Die of Influenza. 

Niether Had Been
Away From Home
More Than a Few
Weeks, Manahan
Being Located at
Camp Taylor and
Campbell at Camp
Sherman. 

Clayton Earle
Manhattan, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Edward
Manahan, of
Bellecenter, died Friday
morning at Camp
Taylor, Ky., after an ill-
ness of 10 days of
influenza. Such was the
news that came to his
father Friday while the
soldier’ s wife was en
route to Camp Taylor in
response to a message
telling of his serious con-
dition. Mrs. Manahan
reached Dayton when
the message came. 
Private Manahan

had been in camp about
a one month, having
gone with the selective
service men who left
Logan county on Sept. 4.
He as 28 years of age on
July 31 last. He was a
member of the First
Company, First Training
Battalion, 159th Depot
Brigade. 
Before being called

to service he was
employed by the
Standard Oil Company
in St. Marys. 
He is survived by his

widow, who was Miss
Minnie Stephenson
before their marriage.
She will accompany the
remains from Camp
Taylor. His parents and
several brothers and sis-
ters also survive. The
family home was at
Indian Lake State Park
before removal to
Bellecenter. 
The remains are

expected to leave Camp
Taylor this afternoon
and arrive in Bellecenter
some time Sunday. No
arrangements have been
made for the funeral, but
the burial will take place
in Bellecenter cemetery.

____
Pneumonia brought

death to Wilbur Devine
at Camp Sherman in the
night time Friday and
his twin brother, Willis,

lies at the point of death
in the base hospital
there. The sickness of
both began with the
Spanish Influenza
Sunday. 
The young men are

sons of John Devine and
wife, of Jefferson town-
ship, and the parents
returned home Friday
evening from visiting the
camp, leaving both bet-
ter, as they believed. 
The sister, Eda, left

early Saturday morning
for Camp Sherman
before word reached the
home that Wilbur had
passed away. She was
reached by telephone in
Columbus, however,
straightway and stated
that she would probably
return home without
going to Camp Sherman. 
Wilbur Devine, of

the 158th Depot
Brigade, left for Camp
Sherman with his twin
brother on Sept. 6. He
was taken sick on
Sunday, was removed to
the hospital and early in
the week the parents and
daughter, Laura went
there to be with the sons
and brothers upon whom
every attention was
bestowed. The serious-
ness of their condition
was realized, but all that
was possible was done
and the loved ones were
filled with hope when
they left the hospital
Friday. En route they
telephoned to the home
that they felt some
improvement had come,
but with the early morn-
ing a message was
received from which they
will not soon recover. 
The brothers and sis-

ters of the young men
are Benjamin Devine,
who resides on a farm
near Pickrelltown; Mr.
and Mrs. Willam Baker,
who reside east of the
city; Albert Devine and
Misses Eda and Laura
Devine, of Bellefontaine. 
Cheerful, although

realizing that death was
imminent, Wilbur
Devine said to his par-
ents Friday before they
left, “ It’ s alright,
whichever it is,”  mean-
ing that he was ready to
die if it was necessary to
sacrifice his life. 
Wilbur Devine was a

member of the
Zanesfield Methodist
church and attended
school in that town. He
was a young man of
much promise and was
endeared to all. 
Mrs. Devine and

daughter, Laura, are
both ill at the home. 
The body of the young

man will be shipped here,
as requested. 

____
Robert Campbell, of

Jackson Center, died
Friday of pneumonia at
Camp Sherman. More
than 50 deaths are
reported at the camp in a

24-hour period ending
Friday evening, practi-
cally all of pneumonia. 
Robert Campbell

was a son of Bert
Campbell and wife, of
Bloomfield township,
Logan county, and left
here with the last lot of
selects going to Camp
Sherman. 
His body has been

shipped home for burial
and friends have been
advised. 

U.S. Paying Out
$100 Million

Daily
War Cost Soars
Beyond All

Forecasts; Direct
Tax is $80 Per
Capita; Congress
Doesn’t Object 

Washington, Oct. 5
— The nation’ s war bill
for the current fiscal year
which ends July 1, 1919,
will approach
$38,000,000,000, more
than $100,000,000 a day,
the largest amount ever
expended by any country
in the world in a like
period.

Influenza May
Close School 
Kenton, Oct. 5 —

Spanish Influenza
threatens to close
Kenton High School.
Forty per cent of the
pupils are out of school
and and half of the
teaching force cannot
hear classes because of
the epidemic. 

Doughboys 
Like Bacon

Chicago, Oct. 5 — If
an army really “ travels
on its stomach”  the
American hog has really
done its bit in wiping out
the St. Mihiel (WWI
battle) saltent, for statis-
tics completed to-day
show that the Yanks in
France have broken the
world’ s record as bacon
eaters. Bacon exports for
the first seven months of
this year, 736,959,092
pounds, are almost equal
to the total bacon
exports for five years pre-
ceding the war,
812,370,461 pounds. 

Geen Beans ands
Roasting Ears For

Dinner! Yum!

Frank Wisecup and
family are one ahead of
families reporting sec-
ond crop strawberries
and raspberries. “ They
had roasting ears and
green beans for dinner
yesterday and and to-day
from their garden and
pronounce the quality of
both as extra fine.”


