
A TALE OF TWO PANDEMICS
‘Examiner’ revisits coverage of Spanish Influenza pandemic 

Here’s a look at some local coverage of the pandemic as reported in 1918. 
Check out future editions for more historical coverage from that period. 
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Halt Orders Are
Issued To Stamp
Out Influenza 

Eighteen More
Deaths Are Listed
At Camp Sherman

And Four Thousand
Are Ill of the

Disease.
Every Effort to Be
Made to Stamp Out the
Epidemic — Two Nurses
Are Victims of the
Disease.

Chillicothe, Oct. 2,
1918 — “ Go the limit,”
Colonel T.R. Rivers,
camp commandant, told
medical officers at a con-
ference Wednesday.
“ No matter what the
cost, get what you need,
and do what you think
best to stamp out this
disease.”

Prevention of
Influenza Spread;
Advice Given. 
Dr. W.C. Pay,

Health Officer, is in
receipt of a communica-
tion from the State
department of health
relating to the spread of
influenza. So far, there
have been no outbreaks
in the State, but the
Department of Health
offers some suggestions
to prevent its spreading. 

Persons having the
disease should avoid
contact with well per-
sons and remain away
from public gatherings,
theatres etc. Influenza is
most contagious in the
early stages and the vic-
tim should isolate him-
self as much as possible
from others during this
stage of the disease. 

Common sources of
infection are drinking

cups, roller towels, kiss-
ing, handkerchiefs, toys,
pipes and other articles
used about the mouth. 

Any action taken to
minimize the danger will
be of benefit to the com-
munity. 

Dr. W.W. Hamer
Advises Care to
Avoid Epidemic 
Dr. W.W. Hamer

believes in Bellefontaine
residents retaining their
good health and to this
end he advises, to guard
against Spanish
Influenza, that public
places where crowds
assemble, be avoided.

Of the malady, Dr.
Hamer said this morn-
ing:

“ I do not know of
any cases of influenza in
this city but I realize that
the epidemic is about

the same as that which
visited the community
some 27 years ago when
a great many old people
died from the effects. I
think that every precau-
tion should be exercised
against it and that an
ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure. 

“ Attendance in the
churches of this city is
not apt to be attended
with serious results,
owing to the good venti-
lation in churches, but I
advise against entering
crowed places where
there may be heavy air.
People should refrain
from traveling when pos-
sible. The malady is
badly named and I
believe it is the influenza
of which we know, only
any this time it is more
violent, generally. 

“ People should also
realize the scarcity of
physicians in this city
and remember that

there are but 12 here,
eight of whom are over
50 years of age. The oth-
ers are in the service and
cannot reach homes
quickly when an epi-
demic comes. 

Lieutenant Frank B.
Kaylor, writing from
Camp Taylor, Ky., says
that he has been busy
from 8 a.m. to 8:45 p.m.
writing the history of the
cases of influenza which
has attacked the camp.
“ There are hundreds of
soldiers sick from the
epidemic,”  he says. He
also states that the
physicians wear masks
over their faces and use
rubber gloves and take
every precaution against
spreading the disease, all
of which goes to show
that when the epidemic
comes its spread is rapid. 


